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The Citing Report states:

'TF had a scrum in the centre of the field just outside their own 22m line. They retreated in the
scrum legally and TF8 picked up the ball from the base and carried hard forward. As TF8 is
tackled, the ball is offloaded to TF12 who makes a line break. S10 turns and chases to attempt to
make the tackle and reaches out her arms. In this reaching to make the tackle the left hand of
S10 grabs the hair of TF12. The head of TF12 visibly jerks back due to the grip of S10 on the hair
of TF12 and this grab enables her to make the tackle with the right arm of S10 wrapping around
the waist and top of thighs of TF12 to finish the tackle. The grip upon the hair of TF12 was not
released immediately and it did effect the tackle contributing to the the action of taking the ball
carrier to ground. Therefore the incident is cited under law 9.27 contrary to the spirit of good
sportsmanship - hair pulling or grabbing.'

This report corresponds with the video footage.



No medical report was provided by Trailfinders Women.



The Player's written statement:

'We are defending a scrum in Ealing’s 22m. Our scrum is dominant and we are progressing
forwards as a defensive line. I see the referee initially raise his arm to signal a penalty
advantage to us, so as fly half I am running toward the scrum in case we can play quickly,
before noticing the referee withdraw the advantage as Ealing play away. As they break, I
notice I am unable to effect the first tackle, as my centre comes across and completes the
tackle. I therefore realise there is a gap in our defensive line as they offload and I have to
turn quickly to make a tackle. I realise I am unable to set and complete a tackle as I have
been taught, so I atempt to grasp E12’s jersey from behind, below her shoulder. She is
travelling at speed and I initially miss her jersey and slip off. In an atempt to re-grasp her
jersey, I realise that I inadvertently grab her hair. This was never my intention as I was
expecting to grasp her jersey. This all happens in less than two seconds – I only realise once I
feel the resistance on her hair, when I then immediately let go and make a legal tackle
around the waist which brings E12 to ground. I apologised to E12 and am thankful that the
hair grab does not result in any injury.'

The submission on behalf of the Player did not address the incident itself other than to suggest
that it was a low-range incident.



The Player accepted the charge.



This was initially a reactionary incident once the victim had made a line break beyond the Player
but there was a slight pause before the hair was released once it was gripped and it did result in the
Player being able to complete the tackle. That slight pause was not sufficient to consider this an
intentional act.

Grabbed the hair of her opponent and pulled it back to prevent that opponent from continuing a
line break, caused the opponent to be tackled to ground from behind.



Full participation and no premediation.

N/A.

No injury reported or obvious from the video footage but the victim was stopped while running at
speed and taken to ground from behind.

No effect on the match, the Player was awarded a yellow card and play resumed.

Victim had made a clear line break and was running at speed so would not have been expecting
to have her hair pulled back to stop her momentum and take her to ground from behind.

N/A.

No retaliation.

Conduct completed.



Player accepted the charge and agreed for the
matter to be dealt with on paper.

Player accepted the charge and acknowledged
guilt at the earliest opportunity.

Good disciplinary record according to the
submission by Saracens Women.

N/A.

N/A.

Taking into account all of the relevant factors in this incident and the submissions on behalf of
the Player and from the RFU, a low-end entry point is appropriate in the circumstances. Some
thought was given by the Single Judicial Officer as to whether the speed at which the victim was
running and the danger to that player caused by the sudden stopping of that momentum from
behind by the hair could have merited a higher entry point, but the lack of any clear and apparent
injury, or follow up medial report from the victim's club, means that it is appropriate for this
incident to result in a low-end entry point.
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Taking into account the early acceptance of the charge, the Player's clear remorse and her good
disciplinary record, full mitigation of 50% can be applied.

Clear remorse shown in the immediate
moments following the incident and from the
Player's written submissions.

N/A.

0
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N/A.

N/A.

N/A.



The Player is suspended from playing or any match day activities for the following match:

02.12.2023 Vs Harlequins.

1 week

30.11.2023

02.12.2023

04.12.2023

01.12.2023

£125

Daniel Gore 30/11/2023


