
RFU SHORT JUDGMENT FORM 1

Match Vs

Club’s Level Competition

Date of Match Match Venue

RFU SHORT JUDGMENT FORM

Particulars of Offence

Player’s Surname Date of Birth

Forename(s) Plea Admitted Not Admitted

Club name RFU ID No.

Type of Offence

Law 9 Offence

Sanction

Hearing Details

Hearing Date Hearing venue

Chairmen/SJO Panel Member 1

Panel Member 2 Panel Secretary

Appearance Player Yes No Appearance Club Yes No

Player’s Representative(s): Other attendees:

Forename(s) Plea

List of documents/materials provided to player in advance of hearing:

Forename(s)
Plea

Sale RFC Wasps RFC

1 Gallagher Premiership

08.11.19 Sale Sharks

Odogwu 18.02.97

Paulo

Wasps RFC 1036928

Red Card
9.12 - Kicking
6 weeks

13.11.19 Bristol Filton Holiday Inn

Daniel White John Doubleday

Chris Skaife Rebecca Morgan

Dave Bassett - Rugby Operations Manager

Red card report from Tom Foley dated 09.11.19
Email from Dr Imran Ahmed dated 11.11.19
Character reference from Dave Bassett dated the 12.11.19
Statement from Paulo Odogwu - undated

✔

✔ ✔
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Summary of Essential Elements of Citing/Referee/s Report/Footage

Forename(s)
Plea
“Sale were attacking 5m inside the Wasps half, approximately 7m from the right-hand touchline.
At a ruck, Sale 9 made a box kick which the Sale back line chased. Wasps 11 jumped to receive
the ball approximately 15m from the touchline and 7m outside his 22. He jumped for the ball with
bent knees, turning his left shoulder towards the approaching Sale players. He caught the ball
cleanly but immediately after catching the ball he extended and straightened his left leg. His left
foot then made contact with the head of the Sale 12. I stopped the game immediately as the
action looked unnatural and due to the collision with Sale 12 I decided to refer the incident to the
TMO.

On the TMO replays it was clear that the left leg was straightened as the chasing player arrived.
The replays also confirmed my thoughts live that there was foul play and amounted to dangerous
play. I deemed the action to be a reckless act and that the straightening of the leg to be an
unnecesarry and unnatural action. I therefore deemed the incident to be worthy of a red card.

When W11 was shown the red card he laughed and then applauded as he left the field.”
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Essential Elements of Other Evidence (e.g. medical reports)

Forename(s)
Plea
Dr Imran's email stated,

“I can confirm my name is Imran Ahmed and I am the lead doctor at sale sharks rugby.

On Friday evening I was the team doctor pitchside for sale sharks.

The event in question took place directly in front of him and I saw the boot of the wasps player
make contact with van Rensberg's face/chin.

I saw the physio team attend immediately and went to review the footage and collect my
equipment.

I could see that almost immediately Rohan was up, but was receiving treatment for a blood injury.
On attending Rohan, there were several small lacerations to his chin caused by studs, and we
controlled the bleeding on the pitch.

There appeared to be no other injuries at the time.

Post match he required further haemorrhage control and assessment of a chipped tooth. There
were no other bony injuries apparent, and fortunately no signs of concussion.
In the past I have been asked about what the potential of an injury could be in these
circumstances, and aside from the obvious lacerations, potential fractures and dental damage, my
main concern would be the proximity of a horizontal stud to an eyeball. This could obviously be
life changing.”

…

The character reference from Dave Bassett described Mr Odogwu as extremely polite,
professional and a well valued member of their squad.
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Summary of Player’s Evidence

Forename(s)
Plea
The Player admitted the charge and gave an account of his actions.

He said that the way in which the Sale 9 kicked the ball caught him unawares. As a result when
he took to the air to gather the ball he was not in his preferred position and able to land moving
forwards. He described how his right leg had swung underneath his body as he rose into the air
and that this had left him off balance; as a result, he said he had to straighten his left leg so as to
counteract his momentum and to avoid falling onto his back.

After landing he realised that there had been contact involving him, but he had thought that the
referee had blown the whistle to indicate that there had been foul play through the contact with
him in the air. He said he had not seen the oncoming player until the split second after he caught
the ball and had not in any way intended to make contact between his foot and the oncoming
player's face.

Mr Odogwu said he was not expecting an oncoming player from the middle of the field, rather his
opposite number, Mr Yarde.

When asked how he was coached to receive the high ball, he said they were encouraged to raise
their knee so as to protect themselves and to land such that they are still moving forwards. Mr
Odogwu explained that he had not completed this manouver as he was coached, because he had
had to jump in an unexpected manner.

When asked about how his leg extended with the sole of his boot pointed in the direction of the
oncoming oppostion, he said his ankles were both taped (the left one under his sock and
therefore not visible, but the right one being visibly strapped because it had been done at half
time). As a result he said he could not point his toe downwards and that was why his studs were
facing forwards as his leg extended.

The player and his representative stressed that they were not suggesting that this was entirely
accidental, but that his actions were reckless by raising his leg in this way to counter act his poor
positioning.

When asked about the potential effect upon the game the player confirmed that his actions led to
a penalty which ultimately meant his team lost and without a losing bonus point.

The player conceded that his actions put the oncoming runners in a vulnerable position.

The panel then proceeded to ask Mr Odogwu about his behaviour in the immediate aftermath of
the event; namely by smiling at the referee, clapping towards the crowd and generally acting in a
disrespectful manner. He put his conduct down to disbelief at first and thereafter that he was
disappointed to hear the crowd boo'ing him for his actions, not least when until last season he had
been playing for the opposing side.

He has since reflected upon his actions and regrets them. The panel were shown a tweet he had
sent apologising for his actions to the Sale player and their club. He explained he had contacted
Rohan privately to apologise and was genuinely remorseful.
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Findings of Fact

Forename(s)
Plea
The panel did not accept that the Player's action in raising his left leg, with studs directed towards
the oncoming players, was anything other than intentional. The panel found that the leg had been
raised to deliberately fend off potential oncoming players. With that said, the panel did NOT find
that Mr Odogwu had deliberately raised his leg so as to specifically kick out and into the face of
the Sale No 12.

This was an extremely serious and dangerous incident of foul play. Whilst the panel freely
concede that in the current game players are vulnerable when they jump to catch a high kick; this
vulnerability cannot, in our opinion, justify preventative measures such as raising an outstretched
leg to occur. To do so would simply allow one form of vulnerability to create another.

The panel found that Mr Odogwu deliberately raised his left leg with studs up so as, at the least,
to deter an oncoming attacker. In so doing he ran the risk that his outstretched leg would
culminate in a kick to the head or upper body of an oncoming player, as occurred here.

The Player's actions following the award of a red card were utterly unacceptable and not in the
spirit of the game. Mr Odogwu laughed at the referee and continued for some time to mock the
decision and provoke the home crowd who were, rightly, displeased by his conduct. The panel
felt, pursuant to Regulation 19.11.8(m), that this was plainly a case where "any other features of
the Players conduct in relation to or connected with the offending" justified an increase in terms of
sanction. Whilst we felt that the kick alone justified a Top End entry point, the actions immediately
following the imposition of the red card only served to re-inforce our view.
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SANCTIONING PROCESS

Decision

Breach admitted Proven Not Proven Other Disposal (please state below)

Forename(s)
Plea

Assessment of Seriousness

Assessment of intent - Ref 19.11.8

PLEASE TICK APPROPRIATE BOX 19.11.8(a) Intentional/deliberate 19.11.8(b) Reckless

Reasons for finding as to intent:

Gravity of player’s actions - Reg 19.11.8(c)

The Player deliberately raised his left leg to fend off potential oncoming attackers. This culminated
in a direct kick to the face of the Sale No 12. Whilst we do not find that this was an intentional kick
to the face; the player unquestionably ran the risk that his intentional act of raising the leg would
result in such a blow.

A kick to the face of an opponent whilst in mid air collecting a high ball.

✔ ✔

✔



RFU SHORT JUDGMENT FORM 7

Nature of actions - Reg 19.11.8(d)

Existence of provocation - Reg 19.11.8(e)

Whether player retaliated - Reg 19.11.8(f)

Self-defence - Reg 19.11.8(g)

Effect on victim - Reg 19.11.8(h)

Effect on match - Reg 19.11.8(i)

Vulnerability of victim - Reg 19.11.8(j)

Level of participation/premeditation - Reg 19.11.8(k)

This was an extremely serious and dangerous piece of foul play. Players cannot counteract their
vulnerability as they jump to catch a high ball, by raising legs or knees dangerously so as to deter
oncoming players.

N/A

N/A

N/A

The Sale 12 sustained minor cuts to his chin, but carried on playing. His injuries could have been,
obviously, more severe.

The red card awarded meant that Wasps could no longer compete for a losing bonus point and as
such it has had a significant impact upon the wider team.

The chasing Sale player was vulnerable as a result of Mr Odogwu's actions. He was running at
speed whilst chasing a high kick from his No 9. He could not have been expected and indeed did
not have time to react to the actions of Mr Odogwu, resulting in him being kicked directly to the
chin.

N/A
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Conduct completed/attempted - Reg 19.11.8(l)

Other features of player’s conduct - Reg 19.11.8(m)

Assessment of Seriousness Continued

Entry point

Low-end                        Weeks Mid-range                        Weeks Top-end*                        Weeks

*If Top End, the JO or Panel should identify, if apropriate, an entry point between the Top End 
and the maximum sanction and provide the reasons for selecting this entry point, below.

In making this assessment, the JO/committee should be consider RFU Regulation 19

Reasons for selecting entry point:

Forename(s)
Plea

Additional Relevant Off-Field Aggravating Factors - Reg 19.11.10

Player’s status as an offender of the laws of the game - Reg 19.11.10 (a)

Need for deterrent to combat a pattern of offending - Reg 19.11.10(b)

Completed

N/A

Any kick to the head is serious. By deliberately extending an outstretched leg with studs showing,
in the knowledge there would be oncoming players, Mr Odogwu risked causing serious injury to
his opponents. Whilst we did not find that he deliberately sought to kick the Sale No 12 in the
face, he deliberately raised his studs knowing full well that that might be the consequence.
Thankfully the injury sustained was not serious; had it been then we would have been considering
a higher start point.

The player has an exemplary disciplinary record.

We did not aggravate the entry point, but would wish to highlight that actions of this kind are
extremely dangerous and cannot be a means to counter act the vulnerability of a player jumping
to catch a ball.

12✔
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Number of additional weeks:

Relevant Off-Field Mitgating Factors

Acknowledgement of guilt and timing - 
Reg 19.11.11(a)

Player’s disciplinary record/good character - 
Reg 19.11.11(b)

Forename(s) Plea

Youth and inexperience of player - Reg 19.11.11(c) Conduct prior to and at hearing - Reg 19.11.11(d)

Remorse and timing of Remorse - Reg 19.11.11(e) Other off-field mitigation - Reg 19.11.11(f)

Number of weeks deducted:

Summary of reason for number of weeks deducted:

Forename(s)
Plea

Any other off-field aggravating factor that the disciplinary panel considers relevant and appropriate - 
Reg 19.11.10 (c)

N/A

The Player indicated that he would accept the
charge in advance of the hearing.

Good character

The player is experienced but still young for a
professional rugby player.

Exemplary

The Player's conduct upon being awarded a red
card was utterly unacceptable. However, the
panel found he has since demonstrated remorse
and publicly apologised.

Mr Odogwu is highly thought of by his club and
this behaviour was out of character.

Full credit of 50%. The panel noted that the Player's behavious on field cannot be used to doubly
punish him. We have accounted for his behaviour with the referee and crowd in coming to the Top
End entry point. As such we have not let this affect the level of credit he should receive as part of
his mitigation.

0

6
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Sanction

NOTE: PLAYER ORDERED OFF ARE PROVISIONALLY SUSPENDED PENDING THE HEARING 
OF THEIR CASE, SUCH SUSPENSION SHOULD BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION WHEN 

SANCTIONING

Total sanction Sending off sufficient

Sanction commences

Sanctions concludes

Free to play

Final date to lodge appeal

Costs (please refer to Reg 
19, Appendix 3 for full 
cost details)

Signature 
(JO or Chairman) Date

NOTE: YOU HAVE THE RIGHT OF APPEAL AGAINST THIS DECISION AS SET OUT 
IN REGULATION 19.12 OF THE DISCIPLINARY REGULATIONS. YOUR ATTENTION IS 

SPECIFICALLY DRAWN TO THE TIME LIMIT AND DIRECTIONS/REQUIREMENTS RELATING 
TO AN APPEAL SET OUT IN REGULATION 19.12.9

Games for meaningful sanctions:

Forename(s)
Plea
16.11 v Bordeaux Begles (EPCR)
23.11 v Agen (EPCR)
30.11 v Exeter Chiefs
06.12 v Edinburgh (EPCR)
14.12 v Edinburgh (EPCR)
21.12 v Harlequins

6 weeks

12.11.19

22.12.19

23.12.19

15.11.19

£500

Daniel White 14.11.19


