
RFU SHORT JUDGMENT FORM 1

Match Vs

Club’s Level Competition

Date of Match Match Venue

RFU SHORT JUDGMENT FORM

Particulars of Offence

Player’s Surname Date of Birth

Forename(s) Plea Admitted Not Admitted

Club name RFU ID No.

Type of Offence

Law 9 Offence

Sanction

Hearing Details

Hearing Date Hearing venue

Chairmen/SJO Panel Member 1

Panel Member 2 Panel Secretary

Appearance Player Yes No Appearance Club Yes No

Player’s Representative(s): Other attendees:

Forename(s) Plea

List of documents/materials provided to player in advance of hearing:

Forename(s)
Plea



RFU SHORT JUDGMENT FORM 2

Summary of Essential Elements of Citing/Referee/s Report/Footage

Forename(s)
Plea



RFU SHORT JUDGMENT FORM 3

Essential Elements of Other Evidence (e.g. medical reports)

Forename(s)
Plea



RFU SHORT JUDGMENT FORM 4

Summary of Player’s Evidence

Forename(s)
Plea



RFU SHORT JUDGMENT FORM 5

Findings of Fact

Forename(s)
Plea



RFU SHORT JUDGMENT FORM 6

SANCTIONING PROCESS

Decision

Breach admitted Proven Not Proven Other Disposal (please state below)

Forename(s)
Plea

Assessment of Seriousness

Assessment of intent - Ref 19.11.8

PLEASE TICK APPROPRIATE BOX 19.11.8(a) Intentional/deliberate 19.11.8(b) Reckless

Reasons for finding as to intent:

Gravity of player’s actions - Reg 19.11.8(c)



RFU SHORT JUDGMENT FORM 7

Nature of actions - Reg 19.11.8(d)

Existence of provocation - Reg 19.11.8(e)

Whether player retaliated - Reg 19.11.8(f)

Self-defence - Reg 19.11.8(g)

Effect on victim - Reg 19.11.8(h)

Effect on match - Reg 19.11.8(i)

Vulnerability of victim - Reg 19.11.8(j)

Level of participation/premeditation - Reg 19.11.8(k)



RFU SHORT JUDGMENT FORM 8

Conduct completed/attempted - Reg 19.11.8(l)

Other features of player’s conduct - Reg 19.11.8(m)

Assessment of Seriousness Continued

Entry point

Low-end                        Weeks Mid-range                        Weeks Top-end*                        Weeks

*If Top End, the JO or Panel should identify, if apropriate, an entry point between the Top End 
and the maximum sanction and provide the reasons for selecting this entry point, below.

In making this assessment, the JO/committee should be consider RFU Regulation 19

Reasons for selecting entry point:

Forename(s)
Plea

Additional Relevant Off-Field Aggravating Factors - Reg 19.11.10

Player’s status as an offender of the laws of the game - Reg 19.11.10 (a)

Need for deterrent to combat a pattern of offending - Reg 19.11.10(b)



RFU SHORT JUDGMENT FORM 9

Number of additional weeks:

Relevant Off-Field Mitgating Factors

Acknowledgement of guilt and timing - 
Reg 19.11.11(a)

Player’s disciplinary record/good character - 
Reg 19.11.11(b)

Forename(s) Plea

Youth and inexperience of player - Reg 19.11.11(c) Conduct prior to and at hearing - Reg 19.11.11(d)

Remorse and timing of Remorse - Reg 19.11.11(e) Other off-field mitigation - Reg 19.11.11(f)

Number of weeks deducted:

Summary of reason for number of weeks deducted:

Forename(s)
Plea

Any other off-field aggravating factor that the disciplinary panel considers relevant and appropriate - 
Reg 19.11.10 (c)



RFU SHORT JUDGMENT FORM 10

Sanction

NOTE: PLAYER ORDERED OFF ARE PROVISIONALLY SUSPENDED PENDING THE HEARING 
OF THEIR CASE, SUCH SUSPENSION SHOULD BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION WHEN 

SANCTIONING

Total sanction Sending off sufficient

Sanction commences

Sanctions concludes

Free to play

Final date to lodge appeal

Costs (please refer to Reg 
19, Appendix 3 for full 
cost details)

Signature 
(JO or Chairman) Date

NOTE: YOU HAVE THE RIGHT OF APPEAL AGAINST THIS DECISION AS SET OUT 
IN REGULATION 19.12 OF THE DISCIPLINARY REGULATIONS. YOUR ATTENTION IS 

SPECIFICALLY DRAWN TO THE TIME LIMIT AND DIRECTIONS/REQUIREMENTS 
RELATING TO AN APPEAL SET OUT IN REGULATION 19.12.9

ANY PERSON SUSPENDED UNDER THESE REGULATIONS IS REMINDED THAT UNDER RFU 
REGULATION 19.11.16 THE SUSPENDED PERSON MAY NOT PLAY THE GAME (OR ANY 

FORM THEREOF) OR BE INVOLVED IN ANY ON-FIELD MATCH DAY ACTIVITIES 
ANYWHERE WHICH INCLUDES (BUT IS NOT LIMITED TO) ACTING AS WATER CARRIER/

RUNNING ON A TEE ETC

Games for meaningful sanctions:

Forename(s)
Plea


	Hearing venue Panel Member 1 Panel Secretary Appearance Club: Papers only
	Reasons for finding as to intent: An intentional act to clear the ruck but the Player was reckless as to where he made contact.
	Gravity of players actions  Reg 19118c: This was not unduly serious. This was an attempt to clear the ruck lawfully that was misjudged and led to head contact being made. 
	Sending off sufficient: 
	Date: 08.06.2021
	Match: Doncaster Knights RFC
	Vs: Nottingham RFC
	Clubs Level: 2
	Date of Match: 29.05.2021
	Competition: Greene King IPA Championship
	Match Venue: Doncaster
	Players Surname: Kirwan
	Date of Birth: 21.03.1991
	Forename(s): Carl
	Plea Admitted: Yes
	Plea Not Admitted: Off
	Club name: Nottingham RFC
	Type of Offence: Citing
	Law 9 Offence: Law 9.20(b) - Dangerous Play In A Ruck Or Maul
	Sanction: 2 weeks
	RFU ID No: 334596
	Hearing Date: 04.06.2021
	Panel Member 1: 
	Chairmen/SJO: Gareth Graham (SJO)
	Panel Member 2: 
	Panel Secretary: Rebecca Morgan
	Appearance Player Yes: Off
	Appearance Player No: Yes
	Appearance Club Yes: Off
	Appearance Club No: Yes
	Players Representatives: None
	Other attendees: None
	List of documents/materials provided to player in advance of hearingRow1: Hearing bundle comprising the following documents:-1. Charge sheet2. Citing report3. Extract from RFU Regulation 19, Appendix 2 (sanction table)4. Response to charge from the Player and Club5. Medical update from Doncaster Knights dated 04.06.2021
	Summary of Essential Elements of Citing/Referee/sReport/Footage: The Citing Commissioner's report of the incident was as follows:"From multiple phase play on the left hand side of the field in the Doncaster 22. Nottingham17 carries the ball towards the Doncaster defence. He is tackled by Doncaster 5 and Doncaster 4. As the ruck is cleared out by Nottingham 4, Doncaster 5 finds himself in awkward position on the floor/on the ruck. Nottingham 7 then proceeds to attempt to clear out on Doncaster 5. Direct contact is made via Nottingham 7’s right forearm on Doncaster 7’s head and face area. The level of force is great and Doncaster 5 is visibly shaken.Nottingham 7 clearly has time to affect a legal clear out but seems to focus on making contact with the head area of Doncaster 5. Direct contact to head, no mitigating factors. No on field sanction."The footage was available which showed the incident at full and slower speeds. The video reflected the report of the Citing Commissioner. 
	Essential Elements of Other Evidence (e: 
	g: 
	 medical reports): No formal medical report was received but Neil Poole, Team Manager at Doncaster Knights, sent an email on the 4 June which was included in the bundle. In it he confirmed that he was waiting for the report from the Head Physio but after speaking with the Player and Physio, there were no lasting effects or injury to the Player as a result of the incident. The Player himself described the incident as a 'non-event'. As no report was received from the Physio, the email above was relied upon by the Chair in considering the case. 


	Summary of Players Evidence: The Player summarised the incident in writing as follows:" • Carl was going into contact to clear out• Ruck in front of me & was overreaching with several bodies on the floor• Opposite player dropping down from the initial point of contact• Made contact with the head but didn’t realise it at the time – was just going into the contact area to create clean ball and ruck.”In mitigation, the Player advance the following:" • Wasn’t aware at the time of any issue (until sent the video) and know the player well (and is a good friend I played age group rugby with him) and was no intent. The player and players around didn’t react in a negative or upset manner.• When made aware of the issue by Neil Fowkes and Steve Smith immediately confirmed my intention to plead guilty following watching the video footage.• Never had any previous foul play as a player.• I spoke with the player (Matt Smith) after the game and nothing was mentioned about the incident. Both just wished each other well. When the incident was brought to my attention, I messaged matt to apologise and check if he was ok.• Matt continued to play within the game with no injury as far as I am aware.”In addition, Steve Smith (Nottingham DoR) described Carl as an 'exceptional role model on and off the field to a young squad' and 'a leader at Nottingham Rugby this year'.

He added: “[h]aving spoken to Carl I feel that there was no intent and the player is also good friends with the player in question.”In respect of forthcoming matches, the Club has no pre-season fixtures confirmed as of yet, but it is anticipated to have 2-3 fixtures during August & September prior to the league season.
	Findings of Fact: The charge having been accepted in full, the findings are as per the Citing Commissioner's report of the incident:- Doncaster 5 is on the floor/in a ruck having been tackled;- Nottingham 7 enters the ruck to attempt to clear out Doncaster 5;- Nottingham 7's forearm makes direct contact to Doncaster 5's head and face area.
	Breach Admitted: Yes
	Proven: Off
	Not Proven: Off
	Other Disposal: Off
	Decision: 
	Intentional/deliberate: Off
	Reckless: Yes
	Nature of actions  Reg 19118d: Attempted clearing of ruck which resulted in head contact.
	Existence of provocation  Reg 19118e: Not applicable
	Whether player retaliated  Reg 19118f: Not applicable
	Selfdefence  Reg 19118g: Not applicable
	Effect on victim  Reg 19118h: None
	Effect on match  Reg 19118i: None
	Vulnerability of victim  Reg 19118j: There is always an element of vulnerability when a player is in a ruck situation but it was no higher than normal.
	Level of participationpremeditation  Reg 19118k: Not premeditated.
	Conduct completedattempted  Reg 19118l: The conduct was complete.
	Other features of players conduct  Reg 19118m: None
	Low End Entry Point: Off
	Low-end Weeks: 
	Mid-Range Entry Point: Yes
	Mid-range Weeks: 4
	Top End Entry Point: Off
	Top-End Weeks: 
	Reasons for selecting entry point: The sanction table requires a Panel to enter at mid-range as a minimum. This was a reckless act that caused no injury and a mid-range entry point is appropriate. 
	Players status as an offender of the laws of the game: Not applicable
	Need for deterrent to combat a pattern of offending: None
	Any other off-field aggravating factor that the disciplinary panel considers relevant and appropriate: None
	Acknowledgement of guilt and timing: The Player accepted the charge at the earliest opportunity on being made aware he had been cited.
	Players disciplinary record/good character: The Player has a clear disciplinary record. 
	Youth and inexperience of player: Not applicable 
	Conduct prior to and at hearing: The Player engaged with the process by providing a detailed response to directions. 
	Remorse and timing of Remorse: The Player spoke with the Doncaster Player post-match although the incident wasn't mentioned. Once he was made aware of the citing, he contacted the Player to check if he was ok.
	Other offfield mitigation: There was a positive reference from Steve Smith, DoR of Nottingham. 
	Summary of reason for number of weeks deducted: The Player's acceptance of the charge, clear record and positive engagement with the process (including contacting the opposition Player) merited the maximum permitted 50% reduction from the entry point. 
	Games for meaningful sanctions: The matches to be taken into account by way of meaningful sanction will be confirmed once the Player's schedule is known later in the Summer. The Club is asked to provide the RFU with details of any meaningful pre-season games once they are known. *Updated 11.08.2021* Nottingham Rugby have confirmed the two following pre-season fixtures which the Player would have been selected for:28.08.21 v Coventry 04.09.21 v Scarlets 
	Total sanction: 2 weeks
	Sanction commences: 04.06.2021
	Sanction concludes: 06.09.2021
	Free to Play: 07.09.2021
	Final date to lodge appeal: 09.06.2021
	Costs: £125
	Number of Additional Weeks: 0
	Number of Weeks Deducted: 2
	Signature: Gareth Graham


